The Debate with the Royal Chaplain
Buddhism in general by declaring their faith to be the only one
which led to salvation.
Manrique: If I did not know that to be true, why should I have
come all this weary way to preach? Were there any other road
except through Christ, our missionaries would only be wasting
their time. It is because there is none other that they are here, for
of all things we most desire to save men's souls.
The Chaplain: It is incredible that such a view could honestly
be held by a person of intelligence. And as I will not accuse your
Reverence of stupidity, I have no alternative but to attribute your
so-called missionary zeal to some ulterior motive.1
At a look from the King the chaplain did not continue his stric-
tures, but proceeded to sketch some of the doctrines of the Little
Vehicle. A man's lot in his present existence was determined by
his acts in previous existences. If he had behaved well, his present
life was happy and earth somewhat like a paradise. And if he con-
tinued to act in accordance with the Way of Enlightenment, then
the time came when at last he was fully enlightened and his
happiness complete, for no evil could touch him. But if he did not
follow the Way, but sought his pleasures outside it, then life by
life he weighted himself with unhappiness until this world seemed
to him a very hell.
Manrique: But what sense is there in a man being born over
and over again?
The Chaplain: It is the only manner in which he can improve
himself. Were he not given chance after chance, he could not see
the result of wrong action or have opportunity, when he did per-
ceive it, to take right action.
Manrique was unable to follow the monk's thought. It all
seemed to him a rigmarole. He was never tactful in pressing the
claims of Catholicism. There was nothing of Ricci or de Nobili
about him. To admit the existence of any truth in a pagan creed
was highly dangerous. That was the way heresies crept in. The
Inquisition punished that very crime of tolerance, for crime it
was. The Catholics in Arakan, as he had discovered from their
confessions, were far too tolerant of Buddhism. Many of them,
while still professing to be Christians, found some of its beliefs
fatally attractive. Such people were no better than relapsed here-
tics. Had the arm of the Inquisition extended so far? they could
1 The Jesuits had been expelled from Japan a few years before this
because their motives were suspected of being political.
151

